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Module Aims

To ensure students gain an understanding and critical appreciation of research methods and
skills

Intended Learning Outcomes

Key skills for employability

KS1 Written, oral and media communication skills

KS2 Leadership, team working and networking skills

KS3 Opportunity, creativity and problem solving skills

KS4 Information technology skills and digital literacy

KS5 Information management skills

KS6 Research skills

KS7 Intercultural and sustainability skills

KS8 Career management skills

KS9 Learning to learn (managing personal and professional development, self-
management)

KS10 Numeracy

At the end of this module, students will be able to Key Skills
Understand the importance of planning research activities KS1 KS5
and outline the strengths and weaknesses of research

1 | methodologies and approaches KS2 KS6
(NPC mapping: Research methods and Skills:
1.1,1.2,1.3,2.1,2.2,2.3,2.4,2.5,2.6,2.7,2.8,2.9.,2.10) KS4

5 Explain statistical tests and the interpretation of data KS1 KS5
(NPC mapping: Research methods and Skills: 6.1) KS2 KS6
Research, analyse and evaluate relevant research KS1 KS5

3 | publications and qualitative and quantitative data
(NPC mapping: Research methods and Skills:8.1,8.2,8.3,8.4) | KS2 KS6
Apply quantitative and qualitative research techniques,

4 | including the interpretation of data KS6 KS3
(NPC mapping: Research methods and Skills:12.1, 12.2)

Develop a proposal for research to explore the nature, extent | KS1 KS5

5 and causes of a policing issue/problem (identified in the KS2 KS6
module “Evidence Based Policing and Problem Solving”)

(NPC mapping: Research methods and Skills:10.7) KS4

Transferable/key skills and other attributes

On successful completion of this modules students will have developed the following
transferable skills

Analytic skills;

Cognitive skills

IT skills

Evidence assessment

Research skills




Independent Working
Time Management

Derogations

Module cannot be compensated/condoned on BSc Professional Policing
All elements of assessment must be passed on BSc (Hons) Professional Policing

Assessment:

1; Students will be required to construct a brief survey to be distributed to their student peers
(including quantitative and qualitative questions) and then present the survey and a brief
analysis of findings

2. Student will be given a mixed methods article in the Policing area to review

3. Students to write a research proposal to explore the nature, extent and causes of a
policing issue/problem (could be the problem identified in the module “Evidence based
policing and Problem Solving”)

Assessment guidance will be provided that directs students towards meeting the relevant
learning outcomes

. Word count

Assessme Learning Weighting | Duration (or
Outcomes Type of assessment . . :

nt number b (%) (if exam) equivalent if
to be met appropriate)

1 4 Survey 25% 1,000

5 12,3 Mlx_ed methods article 25% 1,000

review
3 5 Research Proposal 50% 2,000

Learning and Teaching Strategies:

The module will use a variety of teaching and learning strategies, including lectures, seminars
and discussion and the use of Moodle.

Syllabus outline: NPC Indicative Content Mapping

LOl:Understand the importance of planning research activities and outline the

strengths and weaknesses of research methodologies and approaches

Research design
Focus of research and development of research questions
How to formulate an ethically sound research question
Qualitative, quantitative and mixed methods
Approaches to data collection:

* Surveys
* Interviews

* Observation

» Experimental design

*» Use of secondary sources
How to choose, implement and critically evaluate appropriate methods of research
Data Sampling
Design frames




Data Reliability and validity

Research ethics to be adhere to
Research standards

Peer review

Use of data (qualitative and quantitative)

LO2:Explain statistical tests and the interpretation of data
Basics of numeracy and statistical information-gathering

LO3:Research, analyse and evaluate relevant research publications and qualitative
and quantitative data

Critiquing research literature

Research ethics

Relationship between theories and methods

Evidence-based policing

LO4:Apply quantitative and qualitative research techniques, including the
interpretation of data

Analysis of quantitative and qualitative data

Numeracy and statistical information gathering

LO5:Develop a proposal for research to explore the nature, extent and causes of a
policing issue/problem (identified in the module “Evidence based policing and
Problem Solving”)
Develop a proposal for research to explore the nature, extent and causes of the
issue/problem, including:

* research aims and questions

« consideration of different research designs

» strength and weakness of different research methods

* project management details (e.g. timescales, resources)
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